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Abstract:

Leptis Magna was of interest to classical writers,
including Greek and Roman historians, poets, geographers, and
politicians. They wrote about various aspects of the city in both
Greek and Latin. This study aims to collect and analyze these
scattered texts from the fourth century BC to the third century
AD, highlighting the writers' interest in Libya and its cultural
status. The objectives of this study are to identify the writers
who wrote about Leptis Magna and the aspects that interested
them. The methodology used in this study follows the historical
method and the comparative method in making some
comparisons between these sources. To study the subject, the
sources were divided according to the language in which they
were written, whether Greek or Latin, regardless of the era in
which they were written. The study concludes that Leptis
Magna was the focus of attention for some writers who wrote
about its various aspects, such as its names, founders,
geographical location, and relationship with other regions. The
writings also discuss the city's entry into direct Roman control,
its economic importance, taxes and fines, and the extent to
which customs and the Phoenician-Punic language were deeply
rooted.

Keywords: Leptis Magna — The Classical sources — Greek —
Roman.
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-Dictionnaire Biographique, Les Gens. [Online]. Available From:
http://www.cosmovisions.com/Scylax.htm. [Accessed 28\ 10\ 2023].
2 Scylax.110. “Amo 62 Néag moreng thic Kapyndoviov ydpog..”.
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- Herodotus, 1V.86.
! Scylax.110. "Eotv avtijt 10 mhérog and ‘Eomepidov gig Néav moAv Ty
TEPOY TAOVG UEPDV TPIDV KOl VOKTDY TPLDV.
2 Scylax.109. 92. “ywpiov kaAdv kor moOMg, n 6vopo Kivoy" eoti &'
épnuog. And de Néog TOAe®S OmEYEL €1C TNV ZVPTLV 6TAd10 OydonKovTa .
sl Bpnslidl) Sy ¢ AT a5 AT Sy G Lgiad il By Agiipe] (el Bany
sl (e 185
-Lewis.M.J. T, Surveying Instruments of Greece and Rome, Cambridge
University Press, 2001, P. XIX.
1kl adgall \&&.\9&3
Abdouli. H, Ahmed. M, Gaphara — Minna villa Marci- Ras Chacra — Gasr
Jafara: processus de changements toponymiques au fil des siecles ou diversité
de sites?, Libyan Studies, Volume 53, November 2022 , pp. 70 — 83.
4 Scylax.110. “.... T'[plagoapa moAc. Todtng Tapamlovg HUEPAC MG G
Néog norews. And 8¢ ['[plapdpwv ABpodtovov moAc kol Aymyv. Tavtng 6
TOPAUTAOVG TUEPAG LbC.”.
5 Scylax.110. “And 82 @dayov <eig Aéntv TV pkpav mAodg, Gmd 88
Aéntemg Thg puKpog eig Adpopeta TAoDC,>».
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- Matthew.B, Encyclopedia of the Roman Empire, New Yourk, 2002,
P.515.
! Strabo, Geography, XVI11.3.18;

Il ccugall g pall dens daag de goladl QUSH cldhaal) ((Oslin) Osilin -
11202 22003 ¢(gilats ¢ uignd daals &g
2 Strabo, Geography, XVII1.3.19.'vaépkertoan 8¢ tiig dmd Koapyndovog
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- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.459.
% Ptolemy, 1V.3.3;
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dyet v modev TopaboAacciov ot Biva AEuyoV Yot arylAov 1) 08 TOALG E0TL
Agvym OAn Apema Og ovy, eXEV AGPUAMS OpLILOV EML EPUALOY. AVTH YOAELTOL
Aentig. Ov mavteg duov amo Grhavev Bopov e Asttiv v MeyoAnv
610101 OC.
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- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.117.
2 Cicero, In Verrem, 2. 5. 155. “T. Herennius, is quem ille argentariam
Lepti fecisse dicit;”.
3 Haynes.D.E. L, The antiquities of Tripolitania, published by the

antiquities, Museums and archives of Tripoli, Libya, 1965, P.33.
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- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.287.
nSI) 52 Aae V) Jaiis ol Lsh sl On AMligd (il sda Joa sialll cabial ™
cilad et Lagraul 29y5 aaal llly o(haay L) ©AY) ol e e s
Ay Ailras Lsl ahae Diglea Ladss culS sad o AT G l) s 3 (Al
O oe WY asls dahiall Sy (gl Sl (6080 sad Aae cnlS 13 (el
gkt o st rall e 4 Lol 5541 Ganad) cled Ayl sda (6
alElly Al sball cghall e sess Jlzbel lglaad laay S 52l A
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1 Caesar, De Bello Africo, XCVII. "Leptitanos quorum superioribus
annis bona luba diripuerat, et ad senatum questi per legatos atque
arbitris a senatu datis sua receperant, XXX centenis milibus pondo

olei in annos singulos multat,..."
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- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.485.
! Sallust, Bellum Jugurthinum, XIX. 3. “...ac deinceps duae Syrtes interque
eas Lepcis; deinde Philaenon arae, quem locum Aegyptum vorsus finem
imperi habrere Carthaginienses; post aliae Punicae urbes”.

‘}s‘).n 25k ‘%\Jh&\ uﬂ‘g‘»d\ daaa 2\.4;‘)3 ‘2\:\.&‘)9‘5_.13\ t_\‘)al\ c(t;u.a‘;lb.a) ua‘%l.n)m.«.u -

350= 22019 coabihla (bl —aalaill 8590 duga il Giganlly dnanlatl] G&UA\
2 Sallust, Bellum Jugurthinum, LXXVIIL. 1. “Id oppidum ab Sidoniis
conditum est, quos accepimus profugos ob discordias civilis navibus in eos
locos venisse; ceterum situm inter duas Syrtis, quibus nomen ex re
inditum.”

990.4 sé.gu\ JMAS‘ c(g'_\ujﬂu) uuj:\:\ujﬂha -

% Sallust, Bellum Jugurthinum, LXXVIIL 4, 5. “Eius civitatis lingua modo
convorsa conubio Numidarum; legum cultusque pleraque Sidonica, quae eo
facilius retinebant, quod procul ab imperio regis aetatem agebant. 5 Inter
illos et frequentem Numidiam multi vastique loci erant.”
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! Sallust, Bellum Jugurthinum, LXXVII.1. “Sed pariter cum capta
Thala legati ex oppido Lepci ad Metellum venerant, orantes uti
praesidium praefectumgue eo mitteret: Hamilcarem quendam,
hominem nobilem, factiosum, novis rebus studere, advorsum quem
neque imperia magistratuum neque leges valerent. Ni id festinaret, in
summo periculo suam salutem, illorum socios fore.”.

98 cild) Jrad) (sl Gestionslls -
stz ol LT (Ligyes mul 3ue¥! aele GUT (Wil Jlad ibicl dus *
Sl aca WS 35inS lobasy cAublly lpbesily (Rl (gem 1S Ligures
il )l
- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.322.
2 Sallust, Bellum Jugurthinum, LXXVII. 4. “Itaque ab imperatore

facile quae petebant adepti. Emissae eo cohortes Ligurum quattuor et
C. Annius praefectus”.

99 - 98ua sé.:u\ ‘)JAAAS\ 6(&".14.4}5\“:) w}:\leﬂh.u -

23 e (Galad) gaall (gshyall ?
4 Sallust, Bellum Jugurthinum, LXXVIL 2, 3. “Nam Lepcitani iam inde a
principio belli lugurthini ad Bestiam consulem et postea Romam miserant
amicitiam societatemque rogatum”.

98ua 4@.1\.«»5\ ‘)w\ ‘(C_:M}SL.A) ‘_}A};ﬁu}ﬂu -
5 Elizabet.W.B, Numidia and The Roman Army, BAR,1979, P.62; Sallust,
Bellum Jugurthinum, XXXVI, XXIX.
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- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.327-328.
S 3! leeatin) Al sang Wil ay i) &y sasg :Taovrov el ™
23595 s
! Titus Livius, XXXIV,62. 3. "una ciuitas eius Lepcis: ea singula in dies
talenta uectigal Carthaginiensibus dedi*.
L gy Ol B Laimg cpagiy Ghamald (yghalnedld Hliine Jdee ¢ Jlag)y 50 ™
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- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.436.
2 Pliny, The Natural History, V.4. 27. “ibi ciuitas Oeensis, Cinyps fluuius
ac regio, oppida Neapolis, Taphra, Habrotonum, Leptis altera, quae
cognominatur Magna.”
% Pliny, The Natural History, V.4. 27. "quondam vocata Hesperidum supra

dictarum, .....[32] abest ab Lepi CCCLXXV,"
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- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.506.
1 Silius Italicus, Punica, 111.256. "Sabratha tum Tyrium uulgus Sarranaque
Leptis".
puls Ll Cipang BULLUM CIVILE &aY) ugpall alens jgadl ¢ ilagy uls ™
Ging w49 e Ly gheall o 4 Gaad celal Bde 8 aiy Pharsalis sl
o A5
- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.330.
2 Lucan, BULLUM CIVILE, 9.

DshbueY) ey ey f (+41-37) Galigula Yssidls shluel! o) ile s ™
Olsins Wibrall 3 clalae 23835 Call (il g els o(p54 = 41) Claudius gesssiS
cisle Jss daalds po lSa 1500 5a3 g ol 5 ¢(allall a8lsa 3) De Situ Orbis

s IS pailad

Fk

- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.364.
¥ Pomponius Mela, De Chorographia, 1. 37.1. « .... ultra est Oea oppidum
et Cinyps fluvius per uberrima arva decidens, tum Leptis altera et
Syrtis.... ».
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() Publius Papinius Statius (asibis (ussiasls Gassluss

s hls Lo aad silvae 4lS b Gk :(:96 5 95-45 i 40)

Bad clialg Ja" :algs Septimius SEVerus (usiybus (wsiativs shlyaY!
sl diyne e Al 5] 3 "TBamd) Sy b

on cndi U Gall e Wl (a120-55))Tacitus gusists
o Gl s Bl Cuw il Ly gglyialls lgheags cLsly sl i
Jil i€ Ll oY Ay sk @ cadlally gl A puy Gandl lgdany
Isaalay Laganil ) Garamantes cuiayall cuilein) diaay s 132c
ranill Gl 28y Lea gy Aannall (V) Jgjds Lag pealag sl diure
Oasind asnllé 8ol Lulagyl) Clgill agd Conal (Sly caginne lsul el
wliadl 48lS salatindly ccuialyally dasiel) Bla) (e Sy Malerius Festus
Paing s 52 8L 8 lasels A b sl

Thebaid — : a5 (Jlesl U 4l (96 — 69) LAl janll chad aaf -~
Silva — Achilleid
- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.514.
! Statius, Silvae 4.5.29-30: “tene in remotis Syrtibus avia / Leptis
creavit?”

sy Vi pdic Adu (w dﬂ'.'\:\ Jae 4l c‘?_'qLAJJ ‘_5“1:\.‘4‘5 SI2Y) ol
(bl 4134l Ci5a 1x5) OB EXCESSUS DIVI AUGUSTI

- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.521.
2 Tacitus. Annals, 3.74. “ex quis Cornelius Scipio legatus praefuit qua
praedatio in Leptitanos et suffugia Garamantum”; 4.50. “Festus
........... mox Oeensium Lepcitanorumque discordias componit, quae
raptu frugum et pecorum inter agrestis modicis principiis, iam per arma
atque acies exercebantur; nam populus Oeensis multitudine inferior
Garamantas exciverat, gentem indomitam et inter accolas latrociniis
fecundam. unde artae Lepcitanis res, lateque vastatis agris intra moenia
trepidabant, donec interventu cohortium alarumque fusi Garamantes et
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()Scriptores Historiae Augustae el ol ol
osptie Gesiefis sl Auadd el s Joln :(:284-117)
Ll 4t di @) algal ) lal 8 SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS
I Sy eaissyl Bad e caedd aial oh AT pmge & S LS ((Daay
Olena B ) gy (s Lgidy giale axdyy calasdl lea (daidl) oS
A sy cLatus Clavus gl Jlsas¥) apdl) L) mie LS cblaglly
DA sny gl e
t ) Alad) CLEY) Gae YA (e gual
Nedmohg (el anl d2pey) joladll sl dbae cdpe W]
O st (AEmTIG 5ad sy sdie )y S sl el ¢(5ual) duadl))
Ade L) leie coall ) sy AT Ol Gy Wi G5 lasly haas
e b Cma (e LS Jsn) asaalind 5 dilsa aeuy (Ldlad) Guadl

recepta omnis praeda, nisi quam vagi per inaccessa mapalium
ulterioribus vendiderant”.

Cull tag ccpilie B U8 (e i€ Ll Sy Vitae Caesorum Jua) b e oS
casills Julis Capitolinus  esidsinlS Galsas cAelius - Spartianusesils
Vulcacius Gallicanus (uslSlla  LusulSlsds Aelius Lampridius  esywe

Bl (pecaing (Flavius VopPISCUS usSusd (esddldg cTrebellius Pollio sds (sl sig

CARINVS ET ljmasiy asinlS ) HADRIANVS (i (e olagsl) 8L 2l
ki) aell (4259 — 244) G B5ad 3935 we (:284 — 117) NVMERIANVS

- Matthew.B, op. Cit. P.493.

1 Scriptores Historiae Augustae, SEVERVS, 1.1-2. “1 Interfecto Didio

Iuliano Severus Africa oriundus imperium obtinuit. 2 cui civitas Lepti,”.

2 Scriptores Historiae Augustae, SEVERVS, 15. “cum soror sua Leptitana

ad eum venisset vix Latine loquens, ac de illa multum imperator

erubesceret, dato filio eius lato clavo atque ipsi multis muneribus redire

mulierem in patriam praecepit, et quidem cum filio, qui brevi vita

defunctus est.”.
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OMl e 23 g Lt el Baag Adlual) aguamy 2an WSz Uajdl dals

1oAY adlsalls
Adlucal) adsall lsl)
Juls ol 3 Al Gadels — "l pedmas | LSOKG
Nedmohg - Evgonepideg Scylax
as23d 80 5 Gl = olaS (3 et
(514.800 s Nedmolig — Kivoy
Opas ol "Ly’ Gasigign — Bl Gl pl
APpotovov - Nedmoig
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LIPT. 2;27.7;31.1, 3, 4; 32.2.
323



(2024 siaizw) 29 d2ad) 4Ly a glal) Ao

astiad 5 Ossax) Oy = "5l Ladails
(1925 i) " uedll!
Epuoatov — Nedmoig
asatind 1185 "Ehaa' asigign — "Bl Galsls
(5219.225 I ABpotovov - Nedmotig
Jw 375 Bl — "l Leduag b
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o calia) Ll i sal wwge o Ao aladl caal .3
e cOsigda pgls GusSlll Guglis 48 S (63 )l b caglgeal
Gl Sy ¢ Ay Eha Ao e Tolays dasa e 23S () il
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Bl penshe Jyeal Jon L (ol Cdaa) of Laylascdl & Ls (99530
Alyg cgpia Gasales lpamse O masall Do 4l Guad G kil
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ale fie Gy elld 3y My 'RDITTY" el Ay 'MONWY T’ Cjde
fWag cla A i) Gl b
(voreeens WRR OPO% N2 NINWY 7707 1 KDIATTWI TIXY)
(-8 s Djide cllaly l))ala a1

L IPT.31; Di Vita.A, Shadrapa e Milkashtart déi patri di Leptis ed temple
del lato nord-ovest del Foro vecchio leptitano, Or, Vol.37, Fasc.2, 1968,
PP.201-211.
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