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Abstract:

The topic deals with the problem of heritage in contemporary Arab
thought, through comparing the opinions of thinkers Zaki Naguib
Mahmoud and Abdullah Al-Arwi. Thinker Zaki Naguib Mahmoud
believes that heritage represents the conscience of the nation and
must be revived and interacted with to achieve an Arab renaissance,
considering that a break with heritage is a "civilizational suicide." In
contrast, thinker Abdullah Al-Arwi believes that heritage is the cause
of backwardness and emphasizes the necessity of a break with it
(heritage) to achieve modernity, considering that attachment to
heritage hinders progress. This debate reflects the challenges facing
the Arab nation in reconciling heritage identity with the requirements
of the modern era, as thinker Zaki Naguib Mahmoud calls for
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adhering to heritage while renewing it, while thinker Abdullah Al-
Arwi calls for adopting the Western model and breaking with the
past.
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