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Abstract:
The city of Khoms was established from its beginning on a semi-
planned basis. The city developed and its area increased in the
Roman era. The city also underwent special development operations
under the Italian occupation, due to the city’s archaeological
importance and its status as a tourist attraction. The city of Khoms
appeared separately during the Turkish era. One of its most
prominent characteristics was the presence of the market in the heart
of the city, which represented a center for its commercial activity.
Religious use was represented in the Ahmed Pasha Mosque, which
was of the greatest historical value during the Ottoman era. The city
was characterized during that period by the narrowness of its streets
and their relative lack of harmony. During the independence era, the
city of Khoms witnessed an urban model, and as a result, the Khoms
Governorate was evaluated into many small cities. The area of the
city of Khoms doubled more than fifty-five times during a period of
nearly fifty centuries from the beginning of 1980 AD until 2020 AD.
We find that the area size of the city amounted to 4 square
kilometers, or 413 hectares, and rose to reach 14 km2 by the end of
2020 AD, an increase of approximately 9 km2. From the
measurements made on the digital map of the city in 2020 AD to
determine the distances of urban growth in the main geographical
directions. Natural factors have clear contributions in this field,
although the effect of natural factors in directing growth is slow due
to the action of the progress movement, their effect cannot be
ignored in directing growth in this field.
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